Preliminary evaluation of the Health Background Questionnaire for Pain and clinical encounter form for pain.
The principal aims of this study were to evaluate the extent to which patients completed, understood, and were satisfied with the Health Background Questionnaire for Pain (HBQ-P), a health and pain history questionnaire that includes a modification of the Medical Outcome Study Short Form-36, the Treatment Outcomes in Pain Survey, and to examine the degree to which the questionnaire produced reliable and valid responses. A secondary aim was to determine the length of time for a physician to complete the Clinician Evaluation Form for Pain (CEF-P), a brief questionnaire designed to obtain key elements resulting from clinical assessment and management decisions. This cross-sectional study utilized data from consecutive new patients seen from January to December 2001 in Drexel University College of Medicine's Pain Medicine and Comprehensive Rehabilitation Center at Graduate Hospital in Philadelphia, PA. The HBQ-P and an accompanying brief satisfaction inventory were completed at home by the patient prior to the individual's initial office visit. The CEF-P was completed by the physician after seeing the patient. Ten of 11 comparisons of patient responses to similar questions on the HBQ-P showed significant consistency. Of eight comparisons between the CEF-P and HBQ-P, two pain duration comparisons showed moderate agreement and one depression comparison showed significant association. Patients consistently had difficulty in answering six single questions and two question sets. Overall patient satisfaction was high. The mean time for the physician to complete the CEF-P was 90 seconds. Analyses indicate patient responses to similar HBQ-P questions have sufficient reliability to support the use of the Health Background Questionnaire for clinically related data collection and for outcome evaluation of treatments for chronic and recurring pain. The consistently missed questions on the HBQ-P should be revised.